
Ongoing Necessity of Vaccinations

Dear Community Health family, 

Infectious disease is a critical 

and constant threat to our health. 

The livelihood of our family and 

community depend on complete 

and timely vaccination.

Vaccines are safe and scientifically 

based. All vaccines undergo a 

careful review by researchers, doctors and our federal health 

department to ensure they are safe and effective.

Since the pre-vaccine era, diseases such as measles, 

mumps, rubella, diphtheria, and Hemophilus influenzae 

have plummeted to less than 3% of their prior prevalence. 

Unfortunately, we are now seeing a resurgence of these 

preventable diseases brought about largely by misinformation 

including the fabricated claim that the MMR vaccine is 

associated with autism. Numerous studies have revealed that 

this association is without factual support. 

Vaccines are safe. Vaccinations work. Not vaccinating is 

dangerous.

Sincerely,

Dr. Stephen Wood

Community Health Pediatrics

About Stephen J. Wood, MD, FAAP

Dr. Stephen Wood specializes in pediatric and adolescent medicine. A graduate of Pennsylvania State University 

College of Medicine in Hershey, Pa., he completed his residency at the Medical University of South Carolina, in 

Charleston. He is certified by the American Board of Pediatrics, and is a member of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics. 
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NEWS From Community Health!

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
PROVIDERS ARE MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE IN RUTLAND 
AREA NURSING HOMES

Did you know that there are Community 
Health doctors, nurses and care 
coordinators at three Rutland area 
nursing homes? Community Health 
provides daily medical care to patients 
at Mountain View Center, Rutland 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center, 
and The Pines for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. “Two of our goals are 
to decrease hospital readmission for 
our nursing home patients, as well as 
decrease emergency room visits,” says 
Community Health Clinical Director 
Claudia Courcelle, RN, BSN, MSA. 
Medical Director, Bradley Berryhill, MD, 
and the Community Health Nursing 

team providers are responsible for 
local nursing home admissions and 
discharges- but they don’t stop there! 
This specialized team of providers 
also diagnoses illness or conditions, 
assists with sick care and provides 
regulatory visits required by state 
and federal law. Community Health 
works together with the nursing home 
staff to improve the quality of care 
for both short-term and  long-term 
residents. For more information 
about how Community Health is 
making a difference in Rutland area 
Nursing Homes, contact Claudia 
Courcelle at 802-855-2018

Community Health hosted its first 
ever Rutland Region Chamber of 
Commerce Mixer on August 27 
at our 71 Allen Pond location. 
Attendees discussed our new, 
shortened name, Community 
Health and our newly designed 
logo was unveiled as a giant 
cookie puzzle for all to enjoy!

Michael Gardner, interim CEO, 
spoke to the audience about the 
origins of Community Health 
and how the organization serves 
the Rutland Region. To highlight 
the Island theme for the night, a 
two-piece steel drum band got 
everyone into the mood. Getting 
Community Health employees 

and Chamber members together 
in such a beautiful, casual setting 
proved to be a fun time for all. 
With such a positive reaction and 
good turnout, Community Health 
is looking forward to hosting 
future Chamber Mixers and 
community events.

Chamber 
MIXER



It’s best 
to let our 

Community 
Health staff 
answer the 
question: 
Why work 

here?

“We don’t think about 
our patients as just a job. 
They are our friends. In 

some cases, they are our 
family.” Elizabeth, PA-C

“This is a good place to 
practice medicine. We 
get a lot of say in how 
the place is managed, 

but we get to just practice 
medicine.”  Richard, MD

“I still enjoy my job, 25 
years later because I 

really enjoy the people I 
work with.” Michelle, RN

An interview with 
ANNA WHITE,
Human Resources Manager

 Community 
Health 

How would you describe the family atmosphere among 
the staff?
We take care of each other. When people hit on hard times we rally 
around and support them thru programs like an income advance 
loan program, or employees will donate earned time off to other staff 
members. 
How is exceptional work recognized?
We have a quarterly employee recognition program that includes a 
monetary reward. We also give out gift cards to employees who go 
beyond the call of duty. We call it the Helping Hands Award. And 
every year we name the clinical and clerical employees of the year. 
What does it mean that Community Health is a Vermont 
Bronze Level employer?
Community Health was recognized last summer when we created a 
tobacco free campus, a wellness plan and a wellness committee. We 
promote Vermont’s smoking cessation resources, provide a private 
lactation room, encourage activity breaks and celebrate employee 
wellness achievements.
Are there other reasons to consider working at 
Community Health?
We have an Employee Assistance Program and the benefits are 
comprehensive including critical illness insurance, accident insurance 
and a generous retirement plan.
How does Community Health work with the community?
We support events like ….

• VSMC Road Race to benefit Kids on the Move and Vermont   
  Adaptive Ski and Sport 

• Out of the Darkness Walk for suicide prevention awareness

• Teddy Bear Clinic at Rutland Winter Fest

• Prevent Child Abuse Vermont Walk 

“Community Health is committed to preserving a culture that focuses 
on wellness for everyone, patients and staff.” Anna White

Check the career portal on our website for a listing of job 
opportunities at Community Health.

Chamber 
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Reading programs happen all over the 
country! This year’s theme at Pember 
Library is “A Universe of Stories” 
in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the first 
moon landing.
We have lots of 
suggestions for books 
you can read together 
with your child;
• For toddlers is “Good 
Night, Moon” by 
Margaret Wise Brown. 
Or “Mr. Wuffles” by David Wiesner, a 
nearly wordless story about a feline who 
ignores all his cat toys but one, which 
turns out to be a spaceship piloted by 
small green aliens. 

Christopher 

Chadwick, 

behavioral health 

practice leader

Christopher manages 

the day-to-day 

operations of Community Health Allen 

Pond, coordinating behavioral health 

processes and services throughout 

the Community Health network. A 

native of Greenwich, New York, and a 

graduate of Florida Southern College, 

Christopher has worked as a clinical 

social worker/case manager for the 

state of Vermont in Rutland since 2011. 

Christopher is a licensed alcohol and 

drug counselor.

Are your children vaccinated? Check 

with your provider.

 
Schedule dental cleanings for students

Read a book to a child or visit  

your local library

Make appointments for sports physicals

      CHCRR.org                       www.facebook.com/chcrrvt
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Who’s New

• For older children and teens, we 
recommend Buzz Aldrin’s “Look 
to the Stars.” There are books on 

constellations, astronomy, 
astronauts, planets, and 
the science involved in 
all things space. 

“War of the Worlds” by 
H. G. Wells, “Astrophysics 
for People in a Hurry” by 
Neil Tyson deGrasse,”The 
Hitchhikers Guide to 

the Galaxy” by Douglas Adams, 
or “Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee 
Shetterly are good choices for adults 
to read. 

Thanks for reading with us! 

WHAT ARE YOU 
READING?

Express Care is open  
8AM-8PM 7 days a week  
in Rutland and Castleton.

If you need care 
today, walk-ins 
and same day 
appointments are 
always available 
at Express Care.  

8AM-8PM 7 daysa Week!

Community Health Castleton
275 Rte 30 North, Bomoseen, VT

802-468-5641
Community Health Rutland
215 Stratton Road, Rutland, VT

802-773-3386

For all medical appointments or inquiries 

call toll free 888-989-
8707

For Community Dental appointments call: 

• Shorewell 802-897
-7000

• Rutland 802-774-
5050

By Ardyce Bresett 

Pember Library Granville, NY 


